
Flint Commons Seen As Opportunity for Private Investors
Ever since the Emergency Manager laws (P.A-4 & P.A.-436) passed in the State of Michigan they have 
allowed private investors to take over common spaces if approved by the manager. What the law enacts 
is the ability for an appointed, or unelected, state official to decide whether or not common space can be 
privatized, or not. This law is representative of Hardin's theory of avoiding, "the tragedy of the 
commons" by coercing public space, then privatizing the land (1). Two cases here in Flint, Michigan 
show just how once designated common spaces were restricted to favor the interests of a private entity. 
The first example was the Flint City Market lease that was owned by the people of Flint and overseen 
by the city’s elected council members. The lease and title of the "Flint Farmers Market" were used as the 
city’s only locally owned and managed organic grocer designated at a specific piece of property (2). It 
was voted in 2010 as the best farmers market in the nation. Flint's market also hosted local cook-offs, 
auctions, music concerts, and a wide variety of public events on top of being a remarkable food service 
provider. However, at the very end of 2012 the Emergency Manager changed the Flint City Market lease 
so that the Flint Farmers Market was managed by a non-profit, Uptown Reinvestment Corporation, at a 
new privately owned space. Rather than, being overseen by Flint's council from the original site.  
The Uptown Reinvestment Corporation has not only cut the people of Flint off from organic grocers, 
it also greatly reduced public access. The new Flint Farmers Market will not have any of the open space 
as before and all vendors will have to agree to a private contract before setting foot on the new property. 
Since, the City of Flint no longer oversees neither the land, nor the market -- it is all being decided by the 
Uptown Reinvestment Corporation (3). And to further exacerbate the problem of restricting the public 
commons most of the long-standing vendors are not signing contracts to sell produce at the new farmers 
market. Depriving the City of Flint to some of the nation's best organically grown groceries. 
The Genesee Towers stood as the tallest building in Flint and was paid for by using over $8 million of 
Flint's tax revenue. Now, there is just a pile rubble left to be cleaned up because less than a month ago it 
was demolished by order of the new private ownership. Under the same sweeping powers that designated 
the Flint Farmers Market from a municipality owned piece of property to a privately owned location (4). 
The Genesee Towers was sold to a private investor for $1 dollar. And less than six months after the deal 
the new private ownership decided to collapse the historic structure to make way for more parking. 
In both scenarios the property and titles belonged to the people of Flint and will have to be rebuilt by 
the people. It was supposed to be the people's elected representatives who decided the outcome of these 
former public commons. But, because of the Emergency Manager laws the public spaces were handed 
over to private ownership without a single vote casted. A poignant way to bypass the private ownership 
of Flint's farmers market is to first elect a governor who will strike down the Emergency Manager laws. 
Then, rebuild the market space under a new title back on property that is owned and operated by the 
municipality.  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